2011 Australian Judo Championships Results,

Perth 10-12 June
Budokan Judo Club had another outstanding representation in the NSW Team to the National Championships this year and another outstanding competition overall.  The Nationals were held in Perth over the 10-12 June Queen’s Birthday weekend with a 4-mat competition area configuration. The challenge this year for us was to improve on both our participation compared to the 2010 Nationals as well on our overall results. We far exceeded our participation objective which is amazing considering last year’s Nationals was held in Brisbane and this year in Perth. This year 23 of our athletes (compared to 18 athletes in 2008, and 19 in 2009 and 2010) competed in 30 divisions plus Kata (compared to 23 divisions in 2009 and 25 in 2010) and increase of 20% in both athletes participating and divisions covered. 

Again, the club had a few new starters to the Nationals campaign and a number playing in new age and weight categories. Due to the introduction of the new Junior Boys/Girls age category (12s), as opposed to the 14s and Cadet Categories introduced last year to replace U/13 and U/16 categories, we are able to field 4 new athletes in Junior Girls/Boys (12s) divisions: Saskia Brothers, Amber Rudgley, Xavier Tafft and Sam Beedham, and we also had one new athlete in the Senior Boys (14s) division: Lachlan Brothers. Congratulations to these five club members who took on the challenge of competing at the highest level available to them.
The results for the club indicate a significant depth and consistency which is very motivating and humbling and also augers well for future senior development in the club. The results this year were outstanding with the club bringing home the following placings/medals:

1st  (Gold) x  4;
2nd (Silver) x  8;
3rd (Bronze) x  5;
  5th x  3;    7th x  1    

compared to the following results for 2010:

1st  x  5 (one uncontested); 2nd x  3;
3rd x  7;      5th x  3;
7th x  3    

The 2011 results above have been determined on the basis that the athlete must win at least one match. It was unfortunate that in two divisions contested by our athletes, only two contestants were in the draw and so only finals were played. Because the JFA does not award an official placing for second place if the match has not been won, such was the case for Katelyn Boyd and Amber Rudgley, I have not recorded their result as second. This might seem unfair as clearly it is not their fault that there were only two athletes in their divisions, but these are the rules of the sport. Individual results are recorded on the next page along with interesting statistics.

As always we had an enormously strong support group of parents and club athletes, I believe a club record in terms of numbers of families traveling to a Nationals, in total 14 families, 11 staying in the same hotel. At the dinner on Sunday night, we had 43 people from Budokan taking over Hog’s Breath. The spirit of Budokan was always strong, with many staying to watch Dale compete in Kata and the Senior Men/Women categories on Sunday after a very long day on Saturday with the 12s, 14s, Cadets and Junior Men/Women. A large contingent had planned to venture forth to Rottnest Island on Monday but the weather was not favourable and we decided to go to the Jail at Fremantle instead as well as the Fisherman’s Wharf for food. Thanks to Sue for coordinating the accommodation and to Marcel de Bruine and also Greg Tafft and Craig Leishman for taking on the videoing task over the weekend. Thanks to all parents and supporters for their positive spirit and ever-strong encouragement and enthusiasm.

All our athletes prepared with dedication and maturity for this competition over a grueling 6 week preparation period. Their commitment is unquestioned and whilst some may not have achieved the result that they desired this year, the experience of these Nationals will be of enormous benefit to all of them in subsequent competitions including next year's Nationals in Wollongong, where we expect even greater participation and even greater support. Individual results (compared to 2010) and statistics follow:

	
	NAME
	WEIGHT DIVISION
	AGE DIVISION
	RESULT

2010
	RESULT 2011

	1
	Saskia BROTHERS
	U/32kg
	Girls 12s
	Did not compete
	3rd 

	2
	Amber RUDGLEY
	U/48kg
	Girls 12s
	Did not compete
	Unplaced

	3
	Xavier TAFFT
	U/34kg
	Boys 12s
	Did not compete
	3rd 

	4
	Sam BEEDHAM
	U/38kg
	Boys 12s
	Did not compete
	1st 

	5
	Katelyn BOYD
	U/36kg
	Girls 14s
	U/32 7TH

	Unplaced

	6
	Kendall LANE
	U/36kg
	Girls 14s
	U/32 1ST
	1st 

	7
	Kiernan TAFFT
	U/36kg
	Boys 14s
	U/30 3RD
	5th 

	8
	Lachlan BROTHERS
	U/40kg
	Boys 14s
	Did not compete
	7th 

	9
	Josh KATZ
	U/45kg
	Boys 14s
	U/38 1ST
	1st 

	10
	Conor EDWARDS
	U/45kg
	Boys 14s
	U/38 Unplaced
	Unplaced

	11
	Kyle McINDOE
	U/45kg
	Boys 14s
	U/42 Unplaced
	5th  

	12
	Cameron LEISHMAN
	U/55kg
	Boys 14s
	U/46 7TH
	2nd 

	13
	Amber McINDOE
	U/52kg
	Girls Cadets
	U/52 14s 5TH
	2nd 

	14
	Naomi de BRUINE
	U/70kg
	Girls Cadets
	O/63 14s 1ST
	2nd 

	15
	Jessica KLAJMAN
	U/70kg
	Girls Cadets
	1ST (uncontested)
	Unplaced

	
	Jessica KLAJMAN
	O/70kg
	Girls Cadets
	2ND
	Not Contested

	16
	Nathan KATZ
	U/60kg
	Boys Cadets
	U/55 1ST
	1st 

	17
	Aidan SANDRI
	U/60kg
	Boys Cadets
	14s 2ND
	Unplaced

	18
	Jakob EDWARDS
	U/81kg
	Boys Cadets
	U/73 5TH
	2nd 

	
	Vanessa HALL
	U/57kg
	Junior Women
	3RD
	Did not compete due injury

	19
	Ashley de BRUINE
	U/70kg
	Junior Women
	Did not compete
	Unplaced

	20
	Naomi de BRUINE
	U/70kg
	Junior Women
	Not eligible by age
	3rd 

	21
	Jessica KLAJMAN

	U/70kg
	Junior Women
	Not eligible by age
	2nd 

	22
	Nathan KATZ
	U/60kg
	Junior Men
	U/55 3RD
	2nd 

	23
	Jake YOUNG
	U/66kg
	Junior Men
	U/60 3RD
	3rd 

	24
	Hamish McDOUGALL
	U/73kg
	Junior Men
	U/73 Cadets 3RD
	Unplaced

	25
	Shaun McDOUGALL
	U/90kg
	Junior Men
	2ND
	3rd 

	
	Vanessa HALL
	U/57kg
	Senior Women
	9TH
	Did not compete due injury

	26
	Simmy WARAICH
	U/63kg
	Senior Women
	Did not compete
	5th 

	27
	Naomi de BRUINE
	U/70kg
	Senior Women
	Not eligible by age
	Unplaced

	28
	Nathan KATZ
	U/60kg
	Senior Men
	Did not compete
	2nd 

	29
	Jake YOUNG
	U/66kg
	Senior Men
	U/60 5TH
	2nd 

	
	Patrick WAITE
	U/81kg
	Senior Men
	3RD
	Did not compete

	30
	Shaun McDOUGALL
	U/90kg
	Senior Men
	UNPLACED
	Unplaced

	
	Patrick WAITE
	OPEN
	Senior Men
	3RD
	Did not compete

	31
	Dale KEOGH
	Kata Competition
	Katame No Kata

Ju No Kata
	SILVER

SILVER
	Did not compete

SILVER


Commentary and Interesting Statistics for 2011

· 23 athletes (compared to 18 athletes in 2008, and 19 in 2009 and 2010) competed in 30 divisions plus Kata (23 in 2009 and 25 in 2010)

· 17 athletes won matches (compared to 14 athletes in 2008, 13 in 2009, and 15 in 2010) 

· 13 athletes won 17 medals (compared to 11 winning 13 medals in 2008, 8  winning 11 medals in 2009, and 12 winning 14 in 2010) 

· Of our 23 athletes, 16  competed in the 2010 Nationals (compared to 17 of our 2009 reps competing in 2008) and of these 16 athletes, 10 medaled and  2 obtained a 5th place (ie competed for Bronze medal) this year 

· 7 sets of siblings competed (compared to 4 sets in 2008, 6 in 2009, and 5 in 2010): Brothers, Taffts, Katz’s, McIndoes, de Bruines, Edwards, and McDougalls 

· 5 athletes (compared to 5 in 2008, 7 in 2009, and 5 in 2010) qualified to play in 2 age divisions each (Amber McIndoe, Jessica Klajman, Ashley de Bruine, Jake Young and Shaun McDougall) 

· 3 of these 5 athletes elected to compete in the 2 divisions for which they qualified (compared to 5 in 2008, 2009, and 2010) with 1 athlete (compared to 2 in 2008-2010) athlete medaling in both (compared to 2 in 2008-2010) (Jake Young – Bronze in Junior Men and Silver in Senior Men; plus Jessica Klajman –Silver in Junior Women and participated in Cadets; Shaun McDougall – Silver in Junior Men and participated in Senior Men).
· Amber Rudgley elected to compete in the next highest weight category to give the 52kg player a match. Although unplaced in that division, she only lost to the Gold medalist in her division by Yuko.
· 2 athletes competed in 3 divisions (the first time this has occurred in Budokan’s National Titles campaign history) with Naomi de Bruine (Silver in Cadets, Bronze in Junior Women, and participated in Senior Women); and Nathan Katz (Gold in Cadets, Silver in Junior Men and Silver in Senior Men), a huge load over the 2 days with both athletes having to make weight on Saturday (to qualify for Seniors on Sunday) after their Cadet and Junior divisions were over.

· 5 athletes competed in their first Nationals, compared to 4 in 2008, 6 in 2009, and 4 in 2010: Saskia Brothers, Amber Rudgley, Xavier Tafft, Sam Beedham, and Lachlan Brothers 

· Of these 5 athletes competing in their first Nationals, 3 medaled (compared to 3 in 2008, 2 in 2009, and 1 in 2010): Saskia Brothers (Bronze), Xavier Tafft (Bronze), Sam Beedham (Gold). This is a terrific achievement.

· 5 first time medalists at Nationals (compared to 5 in 2008, and 3 in both 2009 and 2010): Amber McIndoe as a Budokan member (Silver) improving on her 2010 5th place; Jakob Edwards (Silver) improving on his 2010 5th place; and Saskia, Xavier and Sam as mentioned previously. 

· Nathan Katz won his second Junior Men National Medal, this time Silver compared to 2010’s Bronze; and  back-to-back Cadet Gold medals, in all 5 National Gold medals. In a first for the club, Nathan won medals in all 3 age categories. His first Senior Men’s National medal (Silver) this year was won after a very solid final match. 

· Kendall Lane and Josh Katz won their second (and back-to-back) National Gold medals equalling Naomi de Bruine’s two National Gold medals (she added a Silver and Bronze to her tally this year). At 13 years, Josh has won 5 National medals.

· Sam Beedham won his first National Gold medal, even more impressive being that this was his first Nationals.

· A tally of 8 Silver medals was won by Budokanis, a record for the club at Nationals. Converting just a few of these to Gold would well surpass the best performance of Budokan at any Nationals. Special mention of Cameron Leishman who looked like a winner all through Squad and had a great record against his co-finalist, but this was not to be. Absolutely no doubt about his ability to win a Nationals as is the case with all the other Silver medalists: Amber McIndoe, Naomi de Bruine, Jessica Klajman, Nathan Katz x 2, Jakob Edwards, and Jake Young.
· 2008 U/13 Bronze medalist and unplaced in U/16s in 2009, Aidan Sandri won his first National Silver Medal in 2010 in U/16s and now has to get used to the Cadet age Division

· Jakob Edwards improved on his 2009 9th place competing for a Bronze in 2010 and this year improved again, winning a Silver medal in Cadets
· Last year Jessica Klajman had to play a heavier weight division in which she won a Silver. This year whilst not placing in Cadets, she did well to win a Silver in Junior Women.

· Naomi de Bruine only lost the Gold medal in Cadets by split decision, won a Bronze in Junior Women and had two very solid matches in Senior Women, placing her in a good position for senior medals in the future. Unfortunately she was matched up against sister Ashley in the Junior Women category.
· Shaun McDougall, Silver medalist 2006 and 2009, Gold medalist 2007, consolidated his 2010 Junior Men Silver Medal with another Silver this year in Junior Men. 
· Jake Young, 2008 dual Bronze medalist in Junior & Senior Men, 7th place in 2009, and Bronze in Junior Men in 2010, had a great competition gaining a Bronze in Junior Men and getting to his first Senior Men’s Final winning a hard fought Silver medal.

· Simmy Waraich won a hard contested first match and reinjured her back in the semi-final in another quite  even match. Unfortunately she could not contest the Bronze medal match which I believe she would have won.
· Largest Divisions contested by our athletes were Senior Boys 45kg (Josh Katz, Kyle McIndoe, Conor Edwards) and Senior Men’s 90kg (Shaun McDougall) with 19 competitors. Next was Senior Boys 36kg (Kiernan Tafft) with 18.  

· Unluckiest Budokani and also undoubtedly most improved performance goes to Kyle McIndoe, who won 4 out of his 6 matches, the last one for a Bronze medal. Kiernan Tafft also won 3 of his 4 matches, withdrawing during the Bronze medal from injury. This shows that 5th placing is also a very high achievement.

· Most number of matches played in a single division was Boys 14s U/45kg (Kyle McIndoe) with 6. Most number of matches played in 2 divisions was 9 (Jake Young) winning 7. Most number of matches played in 3 divisions was 9 (Nathan Katz) winning 7.

· Whilst there were no medals for Katelyn Boyd, Amber Rudgley, both only having one other athlete in their divisions, Lachlan Brothers, Conor Edwards, Kyle McIndoe, Aidan Sandri, Ashley de Bruine, Hamish McDougall and Simmy Waraich, numerous matches were fought and won, and their tenacity and efforts were commendable, both at Squad and during the competition.

· Our 23 athletes competed in 73 matches, winning 43 of them (or 57%) compared to 37 of 65 matches (or 57%) in 2010. 

· Again, the ever competitive Dale Keogh competed in the National Kata event setting a fine example and showing her support of the competition. Her dominance in Kata continues with a Silver in Ju-No-Kata, consolidating her Silver in 2010.  

· In the 10 National Championships in which Budokan has been represented since 2002, 177 of our athletes have competed in 221 divisions and have achieved 134 medals:
48 Gold, 30 Silver, and 56 Bronze medals, plus 32 x 5th, 22 x 7th, and 6 x 9th placings.

· As a result of their results at Nationals and the OJU Championships in Tahiti, Nathan Katz, Amber McIndoe and Jakob Edwards have qualified for selection to the Cadet World Championships in Ukraine in August this year. Nathan Katz and Jessica Klajman have also qualified for selection to the Junior World Championships in South Africa. Nathan Katz and Jake Young also now have a chance for selection to the Senior OJU World Cup in Samoa.

· Compared to the medal tallies of other States (9 including Budokan), Budokan is ranked 6 in Junior Boys/Girls, 3 in Senior Boys/Girls, 5 in Cadets, 7 in Junior Men/Women, and 7 in Seniors. Overall Budokan is ranked 7th by medal quality and 5th by overall medal count, pretty impressive given that this comparison is against entire State representations.

